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Census Bureau

Mission

To serve as the leading  
source of quality data  
about the ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎpeople  
andeconomy.
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It is in the Constitution

It is in the Constitution Article 1, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution

òThe actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the first 

Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every 

subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law 

direct.ó

The fact that it is in the constitution makes itõs central to a democratic 

form of government.
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Why does the Census Matter?
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Power

ωPower in Representation

ωRe-apportionment of Congressional Seats

ωState Redistricting of legislative boundaries

Money

ωMore than $675 Billion distributed annually

ωFunding distributed based on population 
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Census Data is important
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Your Answers are Protected by Law           
Title 13 of the U.S. Code

ÁThe Census is Confidential and required by Law

ÁResults of the Census are reported in Statistical format only

ÁWe do not share a respondents personal information or responses with 

any other government agencies

ÁAll Census Employees swear to a lifetime oath to protect respondent 

information

ÁPenalties for wrongful disclosure - Up to 5 years imprisonment and or a 

fine of $250,000
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Statistical Data on census.gov ñ Quick Facts
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2020 Census Timeline
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New Ability to Self Respond Starting 
March 12, 2020

11

Internet Phone Paper Form In-person

*12 languages plus English will be supported (Internet & Phone)
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Supporting Linguistically Diverse Populations
Language Access
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\Internet Self-Response (ISR) &
Census Questionnaire Assistance (CQA) 

Å 12 Non-English Languages for ISR* and 13 Non-English Languages for CQA**: 
Spanish, Chinese, Vietnamese, Korean, Russian, Arabic, Tagalog, Polish, French, 
Haitian Creole, Portuguese, Japanese
* Chinese (Simplified) for ISR; 
** Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese) for CQA
Language Selection Criteria:60,000 or more housing units

Language Guides (Video and Print)

Language Glossaries

Language Identification Card

Å 59 Non-English Languages

Å Language Guides include American Sign Language, braille, large print

Paper Questionnaire & Mailing Materials

Field Enumeration Instrument & 
Materials

Å Spanish

Communications and Partnership Å Advertising, Partnership and Promotional Materials in 12 Non-English Languages 
(minimum)

Å Procedures and Materials to Support Partnership Specialists and Partners 

Å Support Materials for Regional Offices and Partnership Specialists 
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